Preparation Paper No. 3 


For the Passage from 2=9 to 3=8 


This paper is to be given to the Theoricus by the examining Chief upon the 
completion of the examination to pass from Theoricus to Practicus. 


The following preparation is to be undertaken by the Theoricus during the 
time remaining between the examination and the 3=8 attunement. There 
will not be an examination in this material; however, the work given here 
will sensitize you to the types of energies which will be manifest in the 
forthcoming attunement. Failure to perform this Passage Work may 
deprive the Candidate of the fullest possible benefit of the ceremony. 


You are also reminded to record carefully the results of these meditations in 
your Magical Diary so that you can compare them to your experiences after 
your attunement. 


The meditations described below need not be lengthy. Ten minutes of 
meditation is usually sufficient. Relaxation and rhythmic breathing should 
precede the meditations as usual. 


Incense is optional. If incense is used, it should be storax, white 
sandalwood, mastic, or mace, especially for the last two sets of meditations. 


1. _The 31st Path of Shin 


Set before you the 20th Trump, Judgement. Simply direct your attention to 
it in a state of calm, alert expectancy. You may wish to prepare for this by 
studying the description of this card in the Threshold Course, or in the small 
book Highlights of Tarot; but during the meditations themselves, your mind 
should be calm and receptive. Spend one week in daily practice of this 
simple meditation. 


2. The 30th Path of Resh 


Repeat the first practice, but with the 19th Trump, The Sun. Spend one 
week in daily practice of this simple meditation. 


3. The Magical Image of Hod 
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The Magical Image of Hod is an androgynous person with wings on the feel 
and with a sense of Mercury. This will be your focus of meditation for the 
next week of your preparation. Use this basic image and let your creative 
imagination elaborate it with all of the symbols of Hod that you may know 
which fit. 

Begin each session by forming the basic Magical Image of Hod; then begin 
imaginatively elaborating it, building each time on what you accomplished 
the time before. After two or three minutes of this, direct your attention 
toward the built-up image, with a receptive attitude. Let the meditation 
progress as it will. Hold a sense of expectancy that some teaching will be 
provided to you in this way. Record all results in your diary, especially 
your personal responses to the meditation. 


4. The Doctrines of the 3=8 Grade of Practicus 


The letters of the word Hod (Heh Vav Daleth) describe three doctrines of 
the Grade of Practicus. These letters correspond to the following Tarot 
Keys: The Emperor; The Hierophant; and The Empress. Set out these Tarot 
Keys from right to left for this meditation. 


From each of these keys is derived a doctrine, or initiatory truth, 
corresponding to the Grade of Practicus which you are preparing to enter. 
These doctrines are as follows: 


Heh, The Emperor: The original Creative Power, the rational Life that 
makes, frames, and composes the Universe, directs every detail of 
cosmic manifestation; hence there are no accidents. Nothing happens by 
chance. Consequently, every detail of any person’s experience is a 
particular note in the universal symphony. That directing Power is the 
true Seer of all we see, the true Knower of all we know, the supreme 
Authority over all creation. It, only, is the Indivisible Self. 


Vav, The Hierophant: The Self is enthroned above the level of 
personal consciousness, and from that superior station instructs by its 
infallible Word those who have ears to hear. 


Daleth, The Empress: All substance is mental substance, hence, all 
forms are mental images. The production of mental images is the 
function of the Universal Subconsciousness. From that function all 
forms, on all planes, have their immediate origin. 


Set out all four of these Tarot Trumps, from right to left, for each day's 
meditation. Select one of the cards, gaze at it for five minutes so that it may 
communicate its message to your subconscious mind. Then use the 
Doctrine given above, corresponding to the card, as the key to the 
remainder of your meditation. 
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Continue this practice until the date of your 3=8 attunement. 


